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AHEAD 


The soft pink and green shades which 
replacing the stark white paint 
the buildings this hospital community 
symbolic the patient’s morale 
which has been transformed from bleak 
grey bright hope under the dynam- 
and forward-looking leadership Dr. 
Edgar Johnwick, Medical Officer 
Charge. 

The Administration Building now 
pastel pink, (as shown the front 
cover this issue) and was painted 
gram the physical facilities the 
hospital. Deeper and more significant, 
posed Dr. Johnwick under which the 
goals are spelled out de- 
tail. from the latter, more than 
from the cheer that has come with the 
new colors, that the new hope has grown 
and now flourishes. 

Dr. Johnwick has lost time 
making his program known. was pre- 
sented the Washington meeting 
the PHS Inter-Bureau Advisory Com- 
mittee Leprosy September, and the 
Seminar held here October. has 
been published the daily press. There 
wre six major objectives listed the 
program and all are inter-related and 
some degree inter-dependent. 
funds, which Dr. Johnwick has already 
outlined the proper quarters. 
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The objectives for planning long- 
term program for this hospital out- 
Dr. Johnwick are: 

(1) give medical and 
cal care leprosy patients and 
improve the management cases. 
(2) collect and analize epi- 
demiologic information all ad- 
mitted cases order that more 
public health measures 
may taken control leprosy 
the United States and else- 
where, and maintain liaison 
with State and Territorial Health 
Departments and Bureaus and 
Divisions the Federal Govern- 
ment concerned with the control 
leprosy. 

(3) conduct research lep- 
rosy and its control and coop- 
erate with government 
vate agencies conducting studies 
that promise yield information 
which will help control leprosy. 
(4) desseminate objective in- 
formation leprosy, its 
public health aspects 
medical and lay groups order 
balance extreme opinions con- 
cerning leprosy and help put 
effect the measures needed 
bring the disease under control. 

(5) institute and maintain 
rehabilitation program 
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using all existing resources and 
exploring, developing 
quiring new moti- 
vate and prepare the patient for 
return his own community out- 
side Carville acceptable 
and contributing member so- 
ciety. 

ities leadership thrust upon 
this hospital combination 
the facts that the United States 
has achieved world leadership 
medicine and that this the only 
leprosarium the continental 
United States. 

carry out objective number two, 
Dr. Johnwick has said that two new 
positions will needed; one epi- 
demiologist and the other clerk. The 
epidemiologist will expected tra- 
vel part each year order carry 
out his program. 

promote the training and health 
education program, Dr. Johnwick has 
asked for funds secure Audio-visual 
aids and provide opportunity for 
health educator travel throughout 
Louisiana and nearby states keep the 
hospital’s program intergrated with 
those the states. With the arrival 
Miss Elsie Nelson, Nurse-Health Edu- 
cator, expected here mid-February, 
the education program should swing 
into high gear. 

For research, the most important 
function, Dr. Johnwick seeks six new 
positions, and additional laboratory 
equipment, 

has asked that pathologist 
made member the staff here and 
understood that Dr. George Fite, 
the National Institutes Health, 
Bethesda, Md., once member the 
staff, will return fill that post, 

The rehabilitation program cited 
goal number five will depend good 
part upon the success objective num- 
ber four. The vocational rehabilitation 
program could designed not only 
give the patient trade with which 
support himself after discharge, but 
provide needed services the commun- 
ity here well. 

The trend today seems that 
direction. For example, patients may 
now learn how operate the motion 
will fit them for gainful employment 
after they leave Carville. 

There are many other community 
needs which could filled similar 
manner. 

cleaning and pressing shop with 
proper facilities and experienced per- 
son teach the technique would 
welcome addition here. True there are 
now two shops here, but neither pro- 
fesses have proper equipment ex- 
tensive know-how. 

Patients could trained 
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STAR Fails Secure Co-operation Bible Schools 


When THE STAR sought enlist 
the aid the accredited Bible schools 
throughout the nation our unending 
campaign stop the use and interpre- 
tion with patients with Hansen’s dis- 
ease, the response was hardly cause for 
great celebration. 


the schools which letter and 
several enclosures were addressed, only 
five saw fit respond any wise, and 
one did only say “nothing doing.” 

THE request was simple 
one. letter citing the misuse the 
word “leper” and the damage does 
patients with Hansen’s disease was ad- 
dressed official each school, and 
was requested that the official call 
the attention his students some 
the facts contained the letter and en- 
closures, The students were invited 
correspond with THE STAR for fur- 
ther information and complimentary 
subscription THE STAR was of- 
fered each school. 

the five schools which responded, 
three accepted the offer THE STAR. 
They were the Philadelphia Bible In- 
stitute, Philadelphia, Pa., the Johnson 
School, Kimberlin Heights, Tenn., 
and the Nyak Missionary College, 
Nyak, N.Y. 

The dean women the Moody 
Bible Institute, Chicago, Angelyn 
Dantuma, replied that she should “like 
accomodate” THE STAR its re- 
quest, but said that she “just did not 
have the time it.” 


there were not good and ample 
evidence the contrary, the response 
Arnold Ehlert, librarian the 
Bible Institute Los Angeles, would 
indicate that missionaries are not in- 
terested Hansen’s disease, tragic 
problem which must dealt with 
almost every foreign missionary who 
walks the face the earth. 

Mr. Ehlert had this say: 

doubt whether would sig- 
nificant for you send the maga- 
zine regularly. have school 
missionary medicine, and they are in- 
terested leprosy, course, but prob- 
not this extent.” 

the other hand, however, there 
were replies, like that Dorothy Spi- 
dell, librarian Nyak Missionary 
College. 

Her letter read: 

“Our library would happy re- 
ceive complimentary copies your pub- 
lication, THE STAR. will call 
the attention students and en- 
courage them write you you 
suggest.” 

Another response, showing more 
interest, was that Floyd Clark. 
dean the Johnson Bible College. 
whose letter read: appreciate the ma- 


terials you sent related the 
the question whether the Hansen’s 
disease today the leprosy the 
Bible. This will interest all 
and faculty, and you can 
will our best further word 
this much needed information. 

“The telecast ‘Medic’ 
problem was widely beneficial, but your 
information added the needed ex- 
planation some the medical state- 
ments that telecast which were not 
too well understood our Bible 
dents. placing this information 
our library and please send any further 
Bible College, 
Tenn.” 

The letter which prompted the re- 
sponses thus cited called attention the 
words the Apostle Paul his Sec- 
ond Letter Timothy. that scrip- 
‘ure, Paul set forth the standard for 
scriptural interpretation saying, “Study 
show thyself approving unto God, 
workman that needeth not ashamed, 
dividing the word Truth.” 

The letter, prepared with the help 
our Protestant Chaplain Carl Elder, 
pointed out that well-intentioned teach- 
ers have done great harm those 
flicted with so-called leprosy pictur- 
ing highly contagious and pun- 
ishment for sin. The letter continued, 
also brand the afflicted with the 
name ‘leper’ and create the public 
inind unfounded fear the disease and 
stamp those suffering from un- 
clean, loathsome 

The letter closed asking that the 
information enclosed, prints from 
THE STAR and reprints outstand- 
ing expert observations the disease 
and the misunderstanding it, cir- 
culated among the Bible 
otherwise made available them. 


The accredited schools which the let- 
ters were mailed included: 

_California; Biola College, Los Angeles, Pa- 
Bible College, Azusa, Simpson Bible 
College, San Francisco, Southern California 
Bible College, Costa Florida, South- 
Eastern Bible Institute, Lakeland; Illinois, 
Lincoln Bible Institute, Lincoln, and the 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago; Indiana, 
Fort Wayne College, Fort Wayne; lowa, 
Chicago Evangelistic Institute, University 
Park; Kansas, Manhattan Bible College, 
Manhattan; Michigan, Detroit Bible Insti- 
tute, Detroit, Owosso Bible College, Owos- 
so; Minnesota, Minnesota Bible College, 
Minneapolis, St. Paul Bible Institute, St. 
Missouri, Central Bible 
Springfield, Kansas City Bible College, Kan- 
sas City; Nebraska, Grace Bible Institute, 
Omaha; New York, Missionary Training In- 
stitute (Nyack), Nyack-on-Hudson; Ohio, 
Cleveland Bible College, Cleveland; Oregon, 
Multnomah School the Bible, Portland; 
Pennsylvania, Eastern Pilgrim College, Al- 
lentown; Messiah Bible College, Grantham, 
Philadelphia Bible Institute, Philadelphia; 
Rhode Island, Providence-Barrington Bible 
College, Providence; South Carolina, Colum- 
bia Bible College, Columbia, Wesleyan 
Methodist College, Central; Tennessee, 
Johnson Bible College, Kimberlin Heights; 
Texas, Southwestern Bible Institute, Waxa- 
hachie: Washington, Northwest Bible Coi- 


lege, Seattle; Canada, Mennonite Brethren 
Bible College, Winnipeg. 

Associate member colleges which the 
letters were mailed included: 

Bible College, Santa Cruz, Calif., 


Western Baptist Bible College, Oakland, 
Emmaus Bible Schools, Oak Park, 
Friends Bible College, Haviland, 


Kansas-Kentucky Mountain Bible Institute, 
Vancleve, Kentucky, New England Bible In- 
stitute, Framingham, Mass., Reformed Bible 
Institute, Grand Rapids, Mich., North Cen- 
tral Bible Institute, Minneapolis, Minn., 
Bible Institute, Buffalo, N.Y., Pied- 
mont Bible College, Winston-Salem, North 
and the Easter Bible Institute, 
Creen Lan, Penn. 


ore indebted Terrelle Crum, 
dean the Providence, Bible In- 
and secretary-treasurer the Ac- 
and Bible Colleges, for providing 
with list these Institutes and 
Colleges. Dean Crum sent the list with 
his own good wishes and assurance 
but sense that was not 
‘oo optimistic over the results our re- 
for cooperation would produce. 

wrote, have read some the 
erticles the issues THE STAR 
which you sent and want as- 
sure you that pleased you have 
the initiative and sent this infor- 
mation our schools. believe all 
profit from the material which con- 
tains, even though may run some 
instances the kind preaching you 
cet which regards leprosy type 
sin and paints such parallels prove 
the treatment the dis- 
Se. 

Crum’s lack optimism was 
and patients are left with 
the same two-headed problem which 
sought relieve. the one hand, the 
problem with the clergy this: The 
clergy, almost whole, continues 
use its preachings the Biblical mean- 
ing leprosy, never stopping point 
out, eminent medical authorities 
that there connection be- 
Biblical leprosy and Hansen’s 
so-called leprosy re- 
lated the leprosy the Bible 
only. 

other hand, the problem with 
medical men that they insist that the 
disease called leprosy, even while 
they admit that there relation be- 
iween the two. 

The victim thus neatly boxed 
in. the one side the persistent use 

“leprosy” medical men, and 
the other the failure the clergy 
distinguish between today’s disease and 
leprosy the Bible. 

While recognize the failure this 
particular our part, shall 
continue, the past, urge the 
make that very important dis- 
and urge medical men 
identify the Hansen’s 
proper medical name they have done 
other diseases, 


January-February 


One the afternoon sessions the semi- 
nar Hansen’s disease held here 


was devoted “Social 
medical-social worker this hospital pre- 
sented paper the subject, and moder- 
ated panel discussion which several pa- 
tents participated. 

THE STAR’s, Ann Page, who doesn’t 
live here anymore, was invited take part 
the discussion, but when Ann arrived 
she was asked speak. Although she said 
she was not prepared give talk, speak 
she did! (We all know, that Ann never 
loss for words.) 

Ann Fage’s meaningful words made 
deep impression the doctors, nurses and 
others the meeting, and her talk will 
included the syllabus the seminar, 
now preparation. 

Here what Ann had say. 

Editor 

listened Mr. Cannon, speaking just 
now about interviewing new patients 
effort assist them with their ad- 
justments thought myself: “Could 
speaking the same hospital that 
seem possible. There’s not any the 
old Carville Today have mod- 
ern hospital here. When came there 
was Social Worker, interviews, 
with the adjustments; there wasn’t 
any treatment but Chaulmoogra oil and 
there wasn’t any use taking that; but 
take did both oraily and shots. 
Everything was hopeless, wasn’t one 
the patients who wasted time with self- 
pity. not that kind person. For 
the entire years that lived here 
worked, and working now outside 
the hospital. 

have seen the transformation 
this hospital community. eagerly 
watched the construction today’s 
modern buildings. saw the advent 
the sulfones and thank God for the 
the men who tried them 
and for their beneficial results. now 
look forward drug that will 
specific cure and God willing too 
will discovered, 

waited years for discharge, 
which was something wanted more 
than anything this world. Most 
people who have stayed here that long 
think they’d afraid leave. wasn’t. 
was determined make the break. 
didn’t know how was going earn 
living, but felt that something would 
Well, something did develop! 
i'm working for friend mine, 
friend Chaplain Elder’s; em- 
ployer knows Carville very well. 
knows that spent years here 
desk this afternoon come down here 
speak you and I’m going back 
desk when leave here finish 
days work. He’s that kind man—he 
wanted make the trip. said: 
“You know, something you 
afternoon may help patient the 
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Ann Page Speaks Up! 


future not experience what you did 
the past.” 

Mr. Cannon spoke broken homes, 
this one the tragedies that some 
faced. Twenty years ago when 
diagnosis was confirmed there wasn’t 
anything like much understanding 
our illness there today. diag- 
nosis was the end marriage all 
but the legal aspects and time took care 
has happened too often 
too many us—the all consuming fear 
the disease that some people harbor 
the most direct road divorce. 
hepe that the not too distant 
future families can told about Han- 
sen’s disease understanding way 
«nd not filled with fear and appre- 
hension that causes them desert the 
will come. 

Dr. Johnwick spoke husband 
who accompanied here today. met 
here and were married while 
were both still picked 
the shattered pieces two 
and made good life for ourselves. 
both had children from our first 
have had children from 
our own for then knew 
were ill. reared and educated our 
children remote control, both 
working throughout our hospitalization 
provide for them. Now they are mar- 
ried. The people they married know 
our background and there fear. 
Those sons-in-law and daughters-in-law 
got part their health education from 
us. Living here knew the score and 
were able explain our illness them 
way that was clear but not frighten- 
ing. have had trouble the 
in-law department. 

Our children live Texas, and 
where have many friends 
and within driving distance this hos- 
pital. means lot know that 
«re welcome come here for our 
cal needs and that was part the rea- 
son for our decision. Then, too, our 
grandchildren are Texas and 
thought would much better 
settle this state because are not 
going babysitters. there 
more that than meets the eye. 
the mode transmission isn’t 
known, prefer visit our grand- 
children and have them visit us, but 
don’t want them our home every 
day. Someday maybe that mystery will 
solved but after the years that 
spent this hospital protect our 
ewn children’s health, don’t want 
After all are happy 
siana and that rare thing for 
‘Texan say, isn’t it? 


You can’t live twenty years anywhere 
without putting down roots and our 
roots are deep. Our love here;some 
cur closest friends are either here now 
have lived here, too. have 
terest everything that going 
here; and are wonderfully happy about 
the many progressive things that are 
developing—such this meeting today 
where patients and ex-patients are in- 
vited participate. Except for its geo- 
graphic location, isn’t the Carville 
years and pray God that the 
patients the future never experience 
the heartbreak and heartache the 
Carville long time ago. 


Important Meetings Held 
Here March and April 


The Subcommittee Leprosy Re- 
search and Training, Public Health Ser- 
vice Interbureau Advisory Committee, 
this hospital beginning 
March The opening session will de- 
voted Carville presentation and in- 
troduction. Dr. Chapman Binford, 
Chief, Laboratory for the Investigation 
Leprosy, Armed Forces Institute 
Pathology, Washington, D.C., Chairman 
the subcommittee charge pro- 
gram Approximately 
men and other scientists are ex- 
pected attend. 


March there will one-day 
course held here for health officers from 
the State Louisiana. Dr. William 
Meyer, Chief Medicine, this hos- 
pital will serve Program Chairman. 
natural for this chairmanship 
because his long association with the 
State Health Department and his inti- 
mate knowledge the field problems 
the management Hansen’s disease 
Louisiana. Dr. Ben Freedman, New Or- 
leans, the State Health Department 
co-operating with Dr. Johnwick ar- 
rangements. 

The second series seminars 
Hansen’s disease will held here April 
15, 16, and the October 
this meeting will for public health 
nurses, social workers, health educators, 
health officers, and physicians. Dr. John- 
wick and his associates are trying in- 
terest many people this course 
possible. Missionaries who are fur- 
lough this country will welcome. 
Those who attended the first seminar 
were most enthusiastic about it, and 
more interesting program 
preparation for the April meeting. 


Little Church Hale Mohalu 
Symbol Brotherhood 


Worshipers stream into the little church 
Hale Mohalu, one two hospitals 
Hawaii. There but one church Hale 
Mohalu, where Protestants, Catholics, and 
Mormons worship, each their own 
rer. 

Several years ago when Raoul Fol- 
lereau, Paris, President the Orde 
Charite, visited Hale Mohalu 
Pearl City, near Honolulu, one the 
Territory Hawaii’s two hospitals for 
devoted churchman, asked, “Where 
the Catholic church?” was shown 
pleasant, neat building, “Here 
said his guide. ““That’s fine. And the 
Protestant chapel?” “It here also.” 
don’t understand.” You will 
stand. There is, Hale Mohalu, only 
one House God. Since there only 
one Good God, what need there 
have several habitations for him?” This 
the House Prayer. Every one comes 
here and speaks God just has 
been taught approach him. And, 
bove all, his heart tells him. The 
Frotestant Service follows the Catholic 
Mass. And the Latter Day Saints (the 
Mormons) come and sing there their 
turn. With never incident. 

“It very ridiculous that order 
pray the same God, thought 
necessary take different roads, split 
into seperate groups indeed 
they not spend their time tearing 
each other pieces,” philosphized the 
guide. 

The little church Hale Mohalu 
indeed very fine symbol brother- 
hood, especially during National Broth- 
erhood Week, being observed February 
16th through the 23rd, aptly 
put Monsieur Follereau, “Here 
Mohalu very fine initiative, 
very salutary example.” 


* * * 


National Brotherhood Week 
hospital will sponsored the Point 
Lions Club, Fred Smith, Chair- 
man. Ministers three faiths will speak 
during the week, Chaplain Carl 
Father Francis Sadlier, and Rabbi 
Marvin Reznikoff, Liberal Synagogue, 
Baton Rouge. 
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Highlights From Hawaii 


Kalupapa’s (Molokai) all patients 
chorus group flew Honolulu early 
December present two pre-Christmas 
concerts. Both concerts were given 
Hale Mohalu, the disease 
center Pearl City near 
Honolulu. 

This was the first Christmas concert 
given away from Kalupapa. Previouslv 
the group had given concerts Hale 
Mohalu during National Music Week 
late spring. 

Portions the concert were broadcast 
the Pineapple Companies Hawaii. 
responsive audience, including guests 
Honolulu, attended both concerts. 

Both the Kalaupapa and the Hale 
treatment centers were 
caught rush pre-holiday activi- 
Hale Mohalu, patients displayed 
their handwork attractive exhibits 
put for the center’s annual Open 
Medical staff members played 
host with demonstration clinic for 125 
visitors the Pan-Pacific Surgical Con- 
ference. 

November ended, two patients, 
eligible for discharge (in Hawaii 
called “temporary took over 
the job guiding tourists around his- 
toric Kalaupapa the island Molo- 
kai. The patients, both bacteriologically 
negative, have been licensed operate 
the newly formed Kalaupapa Taxi and 
Tourist Service. They will meet tour- 
ists the airstrip and escort them 
tours the treatment center. their 
tour service increases, the original own- 
er-operators can hire other “discharged” 
patients assistants, subject staff 
approval. 

For the first time Kalaupapa’s his- 
tory, visitors will charged modest 
fee for tour about the settlement. 

The new tour service expected 
relieve administrative members 
from heavy duties chauffeur and host 
and provide profitable business ex- 
perience for the patients. 

Approximately 150 cars are driven 
the staff and patients Kalaupapa. 


* * * 


The Board Health, 
through Governor Quinn, seeking 
increase $200,000 the Federal ap- 
propriation for the Territorial Hansen’s 
disease program. The current Federal 
appropriation for the program 
million. The request for the addition- 
$200,000 was routed through the De- 
partment the Interior. 

* 

Note: The Carville budget for fiscal 
year 1957 was $1,742,500. The budget 
for fiscal year 1958 $1,818,800. The 
patient enrollment Carville about 
290, and their are approximately 310 pa- 
tients residing the two hospitals 
Hawaii. 


National President, 


VEW Caller 


The National President the Ladies 
Auxiliary the Veterans Foreign 
Wars the United States, Mrs. Ray 
Godbey, Lynwood, California, paid 
“pop” call Carville the late after- 
noon January while visiting 
baton Rouge. 

Mrs. Godbey was tour all the 
Departments the VFW, and her 
visit Louisiana marked the 22nd such 
stop her tour. 

Accompanying Mrs. Godbey were 
Mrs. Virginia Matthews, Baker, Louisi- 
ana Department, and Mrs. O.M. Clark, 
Baton Rouge, Past La. Dept. President, 
Aux. 

Mrs. Godbey’s call this hospital 
was not expected. She, seems, was not 
aware that the hospital less than 
hour’s drive from Baton Rouge, until 
Mrs. Matthews asked her she would 
like visit Carville. 

Mrs. Godbey and her party met Dr. 
Johnwick, M.O.C., and were then taken 
tour the hospital Bob 
Michael, Recreation Supervisor, 
stopped briefly “Wits End” edi- 
tor’s cottage. 

Godbey had not seen copy 
‘THE STAR previous her visit here, 
condition which was quickly reme- 
died. 

Mrs. Godbey has real down earth 
personality. She termed her visit here 
“thoroughly least, even 
“pop” call gave her opportunity 
see the hospital which her fine or- 
ganization has been interested for some 
time. 

While Baton Rouge, Mrs. 
was guest honor meeting civic 
and patriotic organizations. 


January 
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DEATH TAKES DEDICATED FRENCH NUN SCIENTIST 
Opinion Success Her Research Work 


Marist Missionary, Sister Marie Suzanne 
(above) was decorated the French gov- 
her scientific achievements. 

During her. three- months tour -of the 
United 1954, when she spoke be- 
and lay groups, Sister Su- 
was the recipient of, many honors in- 
cluding the Ozanam Medal, from 
University, Washington, and 
the third annual Damien Dutton Society 
Award. 

THE STAR, patients, and staff 
Carville, join those throughout the 
warld who mourn the untimely death 
Sister -Marie 68, who 
years her life the 
against Hansen’s disease. 


Suzanne died November 
Lyon, France after brain surgery. 
death came only one hour Vati- 
that she had where the medi- 
cal profession had failed: She produced 
vaccines and related preparations which 
are highly effective both the treat- 
ment and prevention leprosy” 
(Time, Dec. 1957). 

Sister Marie Suzanne was born Alice 
Novial middle-class family Paris, 
France, 1889 and was reared Creu- 
sot. When Alice was her mother died, 
which served only deepen 
yearning for the religious life which 
Alice had nurtured all her days. 
later she joined Missionary 
Sisters the Society Mary Foy, 
popularly known the Marist Mission- 
ary Sisters, and year later pronounced 
her vows and became. Sister Marie Su- 
zanne. 

1909 Sister Marie. was 
sent Makogai the Fiji Islands 
where there was colony for pa- 
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tients. was here that she first saw the 

heartbreak and misery which that 

and was here that she resolved ded- 

icate her life effort defeat the 

The years passed, and 1935 she 
was recalled Paris where she spent 
five years the famed Pas eur tute, 
was not until 1944 that missionary 
Bishop agreed establish for her lit- 
tle laboratory Lyon, where she might 
continue research which she had begun 
Makogai. Lyon, she obtained ma- 
terial tissue from Hansen patient 
from wrich she grew The 
was named Mycobacterium 
Marianum honor the Virgin Mary. 

From this start, Sister Marie Suzanne 
developed vaccine, pre- 
vent and antigen preparation 
for its treatment. 

Many Carville still recall this dis- 
tinguished woman from her visit here 
October, 1954. that time she ad- 
dressed the resident doctors and labora- 
tory staff, describing her research work 
detail. With the caution typical 
true scientist, she emphasized that she 
did not claim have developed sure 
preventative definite cure, but felt 
that she was the threshold sig- 
nificant development. 

And now, with profound respect 
for the honored memory Sister Marie 
Suzanne, must said that there 
again need for some the caution 
which Sister Marie Suzanne herself was 


the first exercise describitig the re- 


sults her work. 

unfortunate truth that the 
antigen has date not lived under 
widespread testing actual cases the 
widely publicized claims made for it, 
Such publicity has led unwarranted 
optimism throughout the world. 

These are the claims made for 
cited deluge publicity following 
formal announcement the Instituto 
Superiore Sanita, Italy’s respected re- 
search organization. 

Nyden the French Cameroons, 
459 patients were given antigen pre- 
paration and were studied for four 
years, them showed 
benefit; got worse (though their 
cases would certainly have been aggra- 
vated without some outside influence) 
and 334, per cent, showed re- 
markable improvement. 

test the vaccine, 3,311 children 
were given three injections while 866 
the unvaccinated, per cent developed 


HD, but the vaccinated, only per 
cent developed the disease and pos- 
sible that some that number were in- 
fected prior vaccination. 


Sister Marie Suzanne shown 
ing with her faithful “Lab Girl 
Miss Indefatigable work- 
er. Sister Suzanne started her laboratory 
with broken microscope, five dollars, and 
Bishop’s blessing. 


These statistics and those some 
other tests are probably the basis for 
the institution’s announcement. 

the other side the ledger are 
these factors which must considered 

letter from Dr. 
Medical Officer this hospi- 
THE STAR, reads: 


“The antigen prepared from cultures 
Mycobacterium Marianum has been 
used here research project since 
January, 1955, large group 
white patients with 
rosy. The antigen was administered 
intervals over period months 
and the group patients still under 
observation. the present the Ma- 
rianum antigen has been generally in- 
effective here, and cannot recom- 
mend for general use the basis 
our experience.” 

Another statement Dr. Ira 
Hirschy, Director the Division 
Hansen’s disease, Territorial Board 
Health, Hawaii. Dr. Hirschy, story 
circulated the press said that the an- 
tigen will not tried the Islands 
until there “are more favorable” reports 
its effectiveness. The antigen would 
have already been tried Hawaii, Dr. 
Hirschy said, “if there was any certainty 
that could get benefits from it.” Dr. 
said that reports the antigen 
results were and that re- 
ports had received 
using “have not been favorable,” and 
that the prepartion “has 

Thus two authorities who have vital 
interest the treatment and 
who would among the first hail 
real stride toward conquering have 
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DISCOVERY 


What Scientist Are Doing The Hansen’s Disease And Diseases Related HD, Particularly 


Unique Bird Digests Wax 
With Help Bacterium 


Part the honey-guides’ secret out. 

Studies this unusual family Afri- 

. 

can birds show that they digest bees 

wax with the help bacterium found 
their intestinal tract. 

Scientists are hopeful the discovery 
may offer clue new attack against 
tuberculosis. 

The new bacterium was discovered 
Drs. Herbert Friedmann, curator 
the Smithsonian Institution, and 
Jerome Kern, formely the department 
bacteriology the Walter Reed Med- 
cal Center’s Army Medical Services 
Graduate School. has been found 
have some “degree interference” with 
the tuberculosis-causing bacterium. 

For years, scientists have been search- 
ing for ways destroy the lipoidal 
waxy content the disease organism. 
this waxy content that very likely pro- 
tects the organism against therapeutic 
attack. Further studies are planned 
see how the waxy content affected 
the new bacterium. 

. 

Micrococcus cerolyticus, the “wax- 
breaking” bacterium called, was de- 
scribed the Johns Hopkins Univer- 
Society Hygiene meeting 
Baltimore, Md. Identification the bac- 
terium the result more than three 
years’ study the honey-guides and 
their behavior and biology. Dr. 
Ajl, Walter Reed Medical Center, 
has assisted the research. 

—Science News Letter 
-January 25, 1958, Pg. 
Editor’s note: this discovery “offers 
clue new attack against tuberculosis,” 
could the same Hansen’s disease, 
because the Hansen’s bacillus like the 
germ surrounded waxy capsule. 

Dr. Friedmann’s work 
THE STAR (September-October, 1957, page 
4). “The Case The Waxy Capsule—Can 
the African Honey-guide Solve this Mys- 

THE STAR has had some correspondence 
with Dr. Friedmann, and encouraging 
note that interested expanding 
his research work include Hansen’s dis- 
ease, “if further results warrent attempting 
into the matter.” (April, 1955). 

Now seems that after more than three 
years study, the results warrent “going 
into the matter,” and THE STAR hopes 
that the Subcommittee Leprosy Research 
and Training, Public Health Service Inter- 
bureau Advisory Committee, meeting here 
March will explore this promising new 
avenue approach. 

The new approach attacking the 
germ being pursued other scientific 
quarters, Dr. Herman Goodman, New York 
dermatologist, called our attention re- 
search the wax moth Irving Millman, 
Ph.D. Assistant Professor, Department 
Microbiology, Northwestern University Med- 
ical School, Chicago. Dr. Millman’s work 
the isolation enzymes which attack tuber- 
cle bacilli including the one from the wax 
moth, still the research stage. un- 
derstand that Dr. Millman and his associates 
are now contemplating animal studies and 


the results these will dictate any further 
course action. 


response inquiry from THE 
STAR, Dr. Millman wrote (January 16, 
1958) that his work concerning the isolation 
wax digesting enzymes still “too pre- 
for publication.” However, Dr. Mill- 
man added this interesting comment: “To 
date have isolated enzymes from various 
sources which appear promising, Some 
these, under proper conditions, have the 
bility convert tubercle bacilli proto- 
plasts cells devoid their waxy walls. 
would indeed interest determine 
whether the same can done with Han- 
sen’s bacillus. However, appears best, 
this time continue working with those 
micro-organisms which can artificially 
cultivated.” 


Artificial Growth Sought 


Photograph Montgomery, Ala., Advertiser 

Dr. Charles Shepherd (above) looks for 
Hansen’s bacillus. The bacterium presumed 
the cause Hansen’s disease, clear- 
evident microscopic examination. This 
Mycobacterium, identified Hansen 
1873, was the first organism reported the 
etiological agent specific disease 
man. Despite this fact, the only patho- 
genic bacterium that has not been cultivat- 
artificial media, transmitted ani- 
mals, even transmitted experimentally 
with the natural host. Attempts cultivate 
the Hansen’s bacillus artificial media 
have been innumerable, and positive, well 
negative, results have been The 
claims successful cultivation, however, 
have never been substantiated other in- 
vestigators. 


“Chances not growing (the lepro- 
bacilli) are pretty great, but it’s im- 
portant that try. And try pretty 
hard” Dr. Charles Shepherd recently told 
the press. Dr. Shepherd director 
the special projects unit the U.S. Pub- 
lic Health Service Virus and Rickettsia 
Section, near Mongomery, which con- 
cerned with the problem. 

“If could grow the bacilli the 
tissue culture (living cells isolated from 
the organism test would al- 
low study drugs fight the bacil- 
li; could prepare diagnostic antigens 
(substances which would cause the 
produce antibodies against the dis- 


well study the spread the dis- 

words, accurate early diag- 
nosis and treatment which now impos- 
sible, well knowledge how the 
disease spreads, are “extremely difficult 
unless can grow the bacilli tissue 
culture,” says Shepherd. 


There have been attempts several 
doctors produce leprosy humans 
inoculation, but “the experiments 
were not successful,” Shepherd contin- 
ued. 

This the “bottleneck” future re- 
search which stands the way other 
studies toward the treatment and cure 
Hansen’s disease. 

Since “acid-fast” bacterium 
(retains dye the presence acid) 
the family with the tuberculosis ba- 
cilli which can grown tissue cul- 
ture, Dr. Shepherd studying the 
growth the latter hopes finding 
some lead the secret. 

Since both the and the bacil- 
stain similarly and produce somewhat 
similar reactions patients, hoped 
that knowledge one area will lead 
discoveries the other. Since re- 
lated the bacilli, drugs active 
gainst are used combat the 
bacilli. 

Dr. Shepherd and his associates have 
made studies with other acid-fast bac- 
hopes that they will learn 
something helpful for Hansen’s disease. 

Each of. the acid-fast bacilli except 
the bacillus grow characteristic 
pattern. This information has been use- 
ful distinguishing the different or- 
ganisms. 

But still Hansen’s bacillus. Even 
‘hough they have kept the bacilli 
sue culture for long six months, 
hoping that the slow growth was the 
secret, would not grow. 

Dr. Shepherd, who started the special 
projects unit 1954, has been with the 
U.S. Public Health Service since 1940, 
including terms the National Insti- 
tute Health and the Rocky Mountain 
Lab Montana. 

Dr. Shepherd gets the material for his 
experiments from the Carville labatory, 
and has visited this hospital several 
times. will probably among those 
present the research conference 
here March. 


New Drug Trial 


The Fourth Series Clinical Evalu- 
ation Studies, sponsored the Leonard 
Wood Memorial, well under way. 
Therapy started Eversley Childs, Hos- 
pital for Hansen’s Disease, Cebu, and 
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Central Luzon, Tala, Philippines, 
June 1957. special study being car- 
ried Westfort (HD) Institution, 
Pretoria, South Africa. 

special interest L.W.M.’s eval- 
uation study that new drug being 
tried Eversley Childs and Central Lu- 
The drug thiourea, 
Compound 1906, manufactured Ci- 
radically different from DDS 
ent sulfone) and its various derivatives, 
the Leprosy Research Centre 
zualkoli, Eastern Nigeria, where 
1906 has been use for several years, 
has been found give results 
least good the sulfones, the present 
treatment choice HD, and there 
are indications that may better. 

progress report Davey and 
Currier (Leprosy Review, July 1956), 
patients for year longer, they 
advocated “the use the drug com- 
bination with DDS and other chemo- 
therapeutic agents wider 

Evidently the progress report from 
Uzualkoli was factor L.W.M.’s de- 
cision include this new drug its 
clinical evaluation study. The duration 
the trial 1906 Cebu tnd Tala 
will least weeks, probably long- 
er. When THE STAR queried Dr. 
James Doull, Medical Director 
L.W.M., about results the trial thus 
had report this time. 

also interest that 1906, 
like the sulfones, was tried be- 
fore was used Short term 
treatments gave evidence im- 
provement. 


Popular Transferred 


January Carville patients bid re- 
luctant Lennes Talbot, 
Senior Assistant Physical Therapist 
this hospital for the past three years. 
Len Talbot has not only done good 
job his work here, but 
importance, has been good friend. 
Mr. Talbot was transferred the Physi- 
cal Therapy Department the PHS 
Hospital, Lexington, Ky. 

Mr. Talbot’s first aquantiance with 
physical therapy here was 1953 when 
served five weeks internship the 
local Department. became fascin- 
ated with the challenge physical ther- 
apy and Hansen’s disease, and seized the 
first opportunity fill regular posi- 
tion the staff. 

Talbot said left with some regret 
and hopes someday return Carville 
for another tour duty. 

successor, Physical Ther- 
apist, John Allis reported here for 
duty early February, coming from the 
PHS Hospital Lexington. 
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Return Dr. Meyer 


Photo courtesy Newsletter, Division Pub- 
lic Health Education, Louisiana State Board 
Health. 


Training Center personnel the Louisi- 
ana State Health Department, New Orleans, 
gave Dr. Meyer going-away present 
the annual Christmas party. (left) 
shown accepting the gift and best wishes 
from Dr. Ben Freedman, master cere- 
monies the affair. 


The resident medical staff this hos- 
pital has been significantly strengthened 
the return Dr. William Meyer. 
Dr. Meyer, who reported for duty here 
January 1958, Chief Medi- 
cine, has background ten years ex- 
perience the diagnosis and treatment 
Hansen’s disease, 

was member the medical staff 
here from 1947-50, and since then has 
been loan the U.S. Public Health 
Service the Louisiana State Health 
Department, Division Preventive 
Medicine, New Orleans, where was 
charge the State’s Hansen’s disease 
program, including early case finding, 
early treatment, and education phy- 
sicians and nurses, well laymen. 

Dr. Meyer did outstanding job. 
large measure his work, Han- 
sen’s disease now the decline 
Louisiana, where has existed for two 
hundred more (the first re- 
corded case Louisiana was 
1758) 

Dr. Meyer will continue hold his 
bi-weekly clinics New Orleans. 

native Illinois and graduate 
Rush Medical College, Dr. Meyer has 
been with the Health Service 
since 1928. came Carville De- 
cember 1917, directly from Honolulu 


ficr 14th Coast Guard. From 1932 
1937 was stationed the South 
Pacific, his duties taking him Samoa, 
Fiji, and other islands where ob- 
served and studied many tropical dis- 
disease but had experience with 
until came Carville, and then 
determined devote the rest his 
medical career it. would have pre- 
ferred remain Carville, but when 
the PHS out clear sky 
broke this hospital’s winning medi- 
cal combination, the pretext 
new policy rotation, policy which 
was revoked soon the damage was 
done,Dr. Meyer requested the State as- 
signment rather than leave the 
field. that time said that the 
PHS would not consider his re-assign- 
ment Carville after his work with 
the State was completed, planned 
South America where could 
continue his work Hansen’s disease. 

are thankful that Dr. Meyer does 
not have South America. Scien- 
tific his approach, progressive out 
look, and most understanding atti- 
tude, Dr. Meyer right for the new 
Carville. 


Dr. Laukaitis Back 


mid-December Carville patients 
said “welcome back”, and meant it, 
Dr. Ronald Laukaitis, who re- 
joined the local medical staff after six 
months duty aboard the Coast Guard 
Cutter East Wind. 


Dr. Laukaitis had been here about 
year when was transferred the 
Coast Guard, and now back again, 
but understand for six months only, 
will leaving the PHS June 
enter private practice. 

Carville was the first assignment for 
Dr. Laukaitis, after completing his in- 
ternship and joining the 
one about eleven young physicians 
who have served the staff here from 
one two years, most them for 
year, some less, during the last seven 
vears. These comparatively short 
signments young physicians Car- 
ville have their advantages and dis-ad- 
vantages. More physicians become some- 
what familiar with the signs and symp- 
toms HD, but the constant changing 
the medical staff here, almost its 
entirety from year year does not 
seem conducive soundly scientific 
program, since has been 
tively stated that takes least five 
years clinical experience Hansen’s 
grounded this disease. 
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Tuberculosis, rather than Hansen’s 
disease, the terror the natives 
parts the Belgian Congo, according 
recent Carville visitor. 

The visitor, Miss Jane Davis, lab- 
oratory technician, said that during the 
three years she has spent Africa she 
saw only five six cases the 
area which she worked. She now 
leave from the Mission Hospital and 
‘Training Center Kimpese Via Lec- 
poldville, Belgian Congo. 

The incidence there, she says, 
low, “extermelly low comparasion 
the bush country.” “Climate may 
small factor,” she added. 

Miss Davis attractive woman 
with modified Southern accent and 
comes from Birmingham, Alabama. The 
Mission which she works main- 
tained the Diciples Christ. 
March this year she will return for 
four additional years duty there. 

* 


Ever since group Sisters the 
Immaculate Heart Mary, duty 
the San Jose Mission School, San 
Antonio, Texas, saw copy THE 
STAR the home their friend, Joe 
Rowley, they had terrific yen visit 


Carville. “Uncle Joe” Rowley, who 
specializes making people happy, 
made their dream come true. The Texas 
group spent the holiday week end 
December 27-30 this hospital. They 
shown above R:) Sr. Rose 
Marie, Sr. Fedalia, Mr. Rowley, Sr. 
Aquinas, Sr. Kenneth, and Sr. 
Clement. 


Joe Rowley, Hospital Chairman for 
Voiture 542, 40&8, old friend 


editor, and one THE 
staunchest supporters, was real 
pleasure have part entertaining 
the visitors from Texas. They saw the 
place from stem stern, and were the 
honor guests special performance 
the Christmas Cantata. The Cantata 
was taped and will played for the 250 
children enrolled the San Jose Mis- 
sion School. 
* * * 

The group picture below the steps 
the Recreation Building gathered 
greet one the most personable and 
gracious gue 


areets auest from Brazil 


Carville, but she was not entirely 
unfamiliar with our set-up, she has 
been long time subscriber THE 
STAR. 


* * * 


The Rev. David Todd, Los 
Angeles, who was recently appointed 
Western Area Representative Ameri- 
cen Leprosy Missions, Inc., was one 
the first visitor’s the New Year. 
was here for week order gain 
firsthand knowledge Hansen’s disease 
and its treatment. 

Rev. Todd, with headquarters 326 
Third St., Los Angeles, call 


Front row (L. R.) Willard Cannon, Medica! Social Worker, Dr. E.B. Johnwick, MOC, 
Stanley Stein, Sra. Maria Dacosta Neves, Sao Paulo, Brazil, and Michael Buzan, Jr., New 


State De-t. 


Middle row(L. R.) Mrs. Scott, State Dept., Rabbi Marvin Reznikoff, Baton Rouge, 
Chaplain Carl Elder, Dr. R.R. Wolcott and Father Francis. 

row (L. R.) Stribbling, Louis Boudreaux, Monty Mrs. Pamela Byrd, 
State Dept. (interpreter), Santos, and Joe Martinez. 


sometime, Sra. Maria Dacosta Neves 
Sao Paulo, Brazil. Sra, Neves and her 
party, all the State Department, Mr. 
Buzan, Mrs. Scott and Mrs. Byrd, the 
latter acted interpreter, were 
Saturday afternoon, January 25th. 

Sra. Neves one Brazil’s most dis- 
tinguished women. She member 
the legislature the State Sao Paulo, 
and president the Sao Paulo Asso- 
ciation for the Fight Against Hansen’s 
Disease. 


She has sponsored important legisla- 
tion promote social advances and the 
cause patients and their families 
her country. Sra. Neves was intensly 
interested all that she saw and heard 


for speaking engagements behalf 
ALM the eleven states his area: 
California, Colorado, South Dakota, 
North Dakota, Oregon, Nebraska, Ne- 
vada, Utah, Wyoming, Montana, and 
Kansas. 

think you have wonderful hospi- 
tal here, wonderful physical therapy 
department and occupational therapy 
department,” Rev. Todd said. 

feel that great deal work has 
done educating the public,” 
said. this, THE STAR and 
are one accord. 

The Rev. Todd one eight Area 
Representatives ALM which the 
Nation’s only co-operative Protestant 
gency with world-wide program. 


January-February 
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VIPHS Here 


Very Important Public Health Ser- 
vice officials from Washington, Dr. John 
Cronin, Chief, Bureau Medical 
Services, and Dr. Carruth Wagner, 
Deputy Chief, Division Hospitals, 
were here for day Sunday, January 12. 
They were extensive tour during 
which they visited PHS hospitals 
Fort Worth, Galveston, New Orleans 
and Carville. They also visited the Re- 
gional Office Dallas. 

One the purposes their visit here 
was get some last minute briefing 
the many requests made this hospi- 
tal connection with the long range 
program. During the following week 
Dr. Cronin was slated “on the 
hill” attend budget hearings. 

Dr. Cronin and Wagner, like Dr. Ken- 
neth Nelson, Chief the Division 
Hospitals, members the PHS Inter- 
bureau Advisory Committee and others, 
approve and encourage the Carville pro- 
gram has been outlined in- 
creasing detail since March 1957. 

The total available time for “talking 
shop” was only three hours but despite 
their short visit here, Dr. Johnwick saw 
that the Washington Brass met 
with the Executive Board the Patients’ 
tive attended the meeting. Following 
the brief meeting with the group pa- 
tients, courtesy very much appreciated, 
the visiting officials were entertained 
the quarters Dr, and Mrs. 
The medical Branch Chiefs and 
Section Chiefs were present. 


* * * 


Those here, patients and staff, who 
were fortunate enough see the 
documentary “MD International,” spon- 
Smith Kline and French Lab- 
oratories, Philadelphia, the 
Medicine” program, January 23, were 
most enthusiastic about the break, edu- 
cation-wise, given Hansen’s disease 
this popular show. One sequence 
was taken Hay Ling Chau (Isle 
Happy Healing), settlement 
Hong Kong harbor, where Dr. Olaf 
Skinsnes, Pathologist, discussed his 
work and the hopeful outlook for 
patients. Dr. Skinsnes has visited Car- 
ville. has Dr. Victor Rambo, eye 
specialist, who was seen work India. 

“MD International” was based the 
distillation 40,000 feet film taken 
eight-country, 34,000 mile 
survey what American doctors and 
medical missionaries are accomplishing 
abroad. 


Change address 
THE STAR mailed second class 
permit. not forwarded new ad- 
dress. Kindly notify you are moving 
giving both old and new addresses. 
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Mom Miller Still Forward 


Mom Miller home. This recent pic 
Mom was taken especially for THE STAR 
Shreveport Times photographer, cour- 
tesy Hewitt the Times. 

February the door separating 
and octogenarianism 
will open wide and through 
blithely step Mom Miller, one Car- 
ville’s most devoted and active friends. 
Yes, the well-known will become 
years old. Mom, who says her claim 
fame “staying toes and off 
others,” today living legend, known 
and near for her varied interests and 
activities, The “things most noticed 
when one reaches are that the ankles 
are little larger and the urge change 
the world little Mom ob- 
served. firm conviction, too, that to- 
day “the day” comes with the years. 
This. she says, because “yesterday 
gone, today mine and tomorrow 
unpredictable.” 

This typical Mom’s positive at- 
titude which she says was developed 
after school teacher many years ago at- 
tempted convert her from southpaw 
right-hander. But whatever the 
cause, Mom definitely most positive, 
positive personality. 
While some who have reached the 
age show marked inclination 
moss over, Mom has stayed fresh and 
lert. She contends this least part 
her thirst for learning. For ex- 
ample she was asked THE STAR 
what she would like have 
birthdays the 70’s. She wanted 
encyclopedia order that she could 


her own words “learn more and more 
more and more.” 

Through her keen eyes she has seen 
many changes come about the world. 
She counts this among her blessings and 
says she has seen transportation evolve 
from the cart today’s fantastic 
airtravel, has seen communications leap 
from radio, television, 
telegraph, telephone and, one the 
most important ‘to her, tape recording. 
She has seen education move from the 

education plants today. 
all these changes, perhaps the most im- 
portant Mom communications, 
since she communicates freely 
quently. 

Mom, kingsize woman with heart 
the same calibre, lives 
ment 1901 Centenary Blvd., Shreve- 
port, La. has the look gift shop 
and indeed is, since she gifts; 
cards and the like. proceeds 
this venture into her “Carville 
The fund turn provides remember- 


ances for many here. Chrstmas 
sends gifts all veterans, all 
the Legion Auxiliary, THE STAR 
and students the local schook 
Kesidents Houses 16-A and 18-A 
also feel the touch this fund. 
are the severely handicapped 
patients, whom Mom calls “my 
and her fund provides gifts for them 
Christmas, birthdays, and other special 
events. She also supports the Jolly Social 
Club’s annual fun raising fair and 
her 80th year looked over her shoulder 
the was busily wrapping for 
the occasion. 

Mom’s interest Carville does not 
stop with gifts. She serves self ap- 
pointed “watchdog” over information 
printed about Carville and many who 
have circulated mistaken information 
about the hospital and its residents have 
felt the whip Mom’s sharp pen, 

One her favorite methods com- 
inunication today her tape 
She will, the drop hat, send her 
commanding voice Carville, when 
she cannot come person, anywhére 
else invited, with whatever message 
she sees fit. Her messages are always 
meaningful. 

The recorder was given her friends, 
Shreveport and Carville. She will 
soon receive another token Carville’s 
feeling for her—a camera which will 
gift from the American Legion Post 
and Auxiliary, Jolly Social Club and 
‘THE STAR. Another birthday remem- 
berance sent Mom from here will 
adaptable table which took her 
fancy, and which the editor THE 
STAR must secure from New York. 

But the distance matter. 


adaptable woman needs adaptable 
table. 
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Education Begins Home 


eee W 
CLAIR 


THE STAR devotes good part 
time and energy combating the use 
the word “leper” 
this hospital, and designation for 
patients with disease, and 
the while there have been least two 
very unfortunate uses the word righ: 
under our editorial nose. 


Both occur maps the 
Rouge area, one them prepared 
the E.R. Nilson Map Service for distri- 
bution Ethyl Corp., and the other 
State Highway Department Map 
ville Parish, The map distributed 
Corp., designates the hospital 
“U.S. Public Health Service Leper Col- 
ony” and the other designates the 
pital “U.S.P.H.S. Hospital No. 66, 
Leper Colony.” 


With very little effort THE STAR 
has succeeded getting the designation 
changed “U.S. Public Health 
Hospital” both maps. Mr, E.R. Nil- 
son, Baton Rouge, has agreed change 
the designation maps the area 
his company, and Mr. 
Thomas, Jr., traffic and planning en- 
gineer for the highway department, has 
given instructions for the change 
made not only the Iberville Parish 
Map but also tourist map pre- 
pared the state. 


worthy note that both in- 
stances the responsible parties were 
cooperate. Designation the 
hospital here “Leper Colony” was 
simply mistake, hangover from the 
“Louisiana Leper regime, prior 
1921, and serves point again the 
crying need for more comprehensive 
public education program where Han- 
sen’s disease concerned. 


Speaking Hansen’s disease before 
the Southwestern Louisiana Institute 
Kacteriology Club Dec. Lafayette, 
La., Dr. Lawrence Swan said, “The in- 
dex suspicion directly proportional 
the number cases reported.” Dr. 
Swan pathologist now duty the 
Charity Hospital was former- 
Carville consultant. 


Carville Patients Contribute 
$173.68 March Dimes 


Spearheaded the Point Clair Lions 
Club, the patients this hospital con- 
tributed total $173.68 the March 
Dimes for the polio drive January, 
average more than cents per 
patient, (Patient enrollment 290.) 


The Local Lions who are among the 
leading do-ers this community col- 
lected 3133.30 from their “Blue Crutch 
January 

January 25, saw the Lions 
shoes” help put polio 
the Proceeds $30.16. Balance the 
patients’ contribution ($10.22) was 
the containers the hos- 
pital’s Canteen. 


Death Takes French Nun Scientist 
from page 


put themselves squarely record 
believing the claims made for the anti- 
gen too optimistic. And there are others. 


However, should noted that 
Sister Suzanne sent her preparation free 
some 142 hospitals for Hansen’s dis- 
ezse throughout the world, and far 
few these hospitals have pub- 
lished reports their results such 
authoritative journals the Interna- 
ticnal Journal Leprosy, Leprosy 
India, and Leprosy Review 
Some these reports should soon 
forthcoming. 


Only recently THE 
worker Korea where the 
antigen being used large scale, 
that treatment patients there after 
six months more injections show 
that 20-40 per cent the patients im- 
proved; about 2-20 per cent became 
worse and the rest showed change. 
However, the worker emphasized that 
his report was only informal, and that 
they hoped secure more accurate 
evaluation the antigen, with better 
control procedures, within the next six 
months. 


There remains then one question yet 
answered: How did the overly 
optmistic report come delivered 
such authoritative source the 
cause the antigen, like the sulfone drugs, 
not effective all parts the 


Whatever the final evaluation My- 
(vaccine and antigen) may be, Sister 
Maire Suzanne “died she had lived, 
devoted the end.” “Don’t abandon 
the laboratory,” she instructed “the 
work must on.” 


Looking Ahead 
from page 
here, although that particular profes- 
sion would not lend itself well the 
position which discharged patient 
might find himself. 

Photography offers fertile field for 
patients here. witness, one discharged 
who learned all knows about 
photography while hospitalized here, 
now flourishing business. 

With just one professional printer 
teach, THE printing shop could 
fit any number patients for highly 
and unusually well paying job. 
Those who the work now are self- 
taught have learned from others who 
were self-taught. 

There are many, many other trades 
and skills which could taught here, 
among them carpentry, auto mechanics, 
and upholstering, mention only 
few, 

this same matter, that rehabili- 
tation, the hospital fortunate have 
aman the calibre Willard Cannon 
initiates new patients the hospital 
helps them off good start. The 
bilitation patient can easily de- 
pend upon his first impressions and con- 

The leadership cited Dr. John- 
wick goal number six, feel has 
been permitted slip through the fing- 
ers this hospital. Not recent months 
sure, but recent years. The hos- 
pital now well the road regain- 
ing that leadership and the first five 
poin‘s the program proposed Dr. 
Johnwick are carried out, the sixth, 
cannot but become reality. 

Dr. Johnwick does not propose that 
all things accomplished with new 
added personnel and equipment. has 
outlined other times steps which can 
taken with existing facilities. There 
many ways, contends, which 
the present staff could used help 
patients during the time 
their hospitalization. 

solve the problem keeping the 
hospital adequately staffed, points out 
that whole new specialty need de- 
veloped before man fitted for ser- 
vice here. 

“My opinion that need people 
with variety talents and many dif- 
ferent backgrounds medicine and the 
adiunct services brought into atmos- 
phere Carville which charged 
with research and training and rehabili- 
activities that each new member 
for the Carville’s staff will 
give the best that has for the benefit 
the paients,” Johnwick has said. 

which Dr. Johnwick has brought Car- 
and enthusiasm others, there 
gram cannot help but success. 
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WHO Doing Splendid Job 


World Health, News 
lished the World Health Organiza- 
tion, branch United Nations, Vol. 
No. (November-December 1957) 
devotes almost half its content 
stories and picture spreads about Han- 
sen’s disease, especially Burma. 

The information all the opti- 
mistic side, and the odious word 
not appear even once, This indication 
ever increasing interest Han- 
sen’s disease most encouraging. 

The World Health story about Bur- 
ma, very well illustrated, reads part: 

Inspired the new concept that 
leprosy longer disease apart, Bur- 
1952 launched nation-wide anti- 
leprosy campaign, with the help 
WHO. 

estimated that there are 200,000 
leprosy sufferers Burma over ten 
cases per thousand population, pre- 
valence rate twice that India Thai- 
land and the highest South East Asia. 

mid-June 1957, 42,000 cases had 
been registered and 33,500 were being 
treated with sulfone drugs. hoped 
increase the number cases under 
treatment 50,000 the end 1959. 

Since their Government launched the 
campaign, the Burmese have learned 
that even for gravely affected patients 
there hope for the future. 

WHO assisting number coun- 
tries, Burma, launch mass sul- 
fone treatment campaigns for Hansen’s 
disease. With the general use sulfones 
has come “humanization” the treat- 
ment leprosy, WHO experts say. 

Sulfones have proven particularly ef- 
fective, according Dr. Victor Tabona, 
WHO liaison officer the 
United Nations, treating the disease 
the early stages when the bacillus can 
arrested. Sulfones hold the disease 
check; allowing the body build 


Russian Handbook Received 


result the exchange letters 
and publications between the editor 
THE STAR and Prof. Torsuev, Ros- 
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tov the Don, USSR, copy Rus- 
sian handbook Hansen’s disease has 
been sent THE STAR. 

The Correspondence which led 
receipt the book began when copy 
THE STAR fell into the 
hands and wrote for more 
copies and further information, 

Dr. Edgar Johnwick, Medical Of- 
ficer Charge here, has seen the hand- 
book and has sent the Chief, Division 
Hospitals, Public Health Service, 
for examination. has asked that con- 
sideration given making transla- 
tion chapter dealing with the epi- 
demiology and prophylaxis this dis- 
ease. 

Again THE STAR has breached the 
Iron Curtain and perhaps from this, 
some information mutual benefit, 
may exchanged. 


Korean Muderers Punished 


Probably the most tragic incident 
the field Hansen’s disease, anywhere 
the world, during the year 1957 oc- 
curred Pitori-Do Island miles west 
Pusan, Korea last August when 
sufferers were beaten death 
angry stick wielding mob villagers 
away from the island. The villagers also 
injured other sufferers. 

The sufferers had come from 
Samchon-Po town across the channel 
build houses the island. The fisher- 
men said they did not want the 
sufferers live the island because 
would make people afraid buy their 
seafood products. 

understand fishermen were in- 
dicted for this brutal murder, and ac- 
cording report the Dong-A Ilbo 
newspaper, (Taegu) (Feb. 1958), 
“Forty-three persons connection with 
the Pitori event were convicted the 
law court Chinjoo, five them 
year imprisonment: six them year 
imprisonment: thirty-two postponement 
execution.” 

Dr. Jose Rodriguez the Phillip- 
pines was Korea the time the in- 
cident making survey that 
country for W.H.O. will probably 
his report W.H.O. 

Since 1950 said that the Koren 
Government has been devoting per 
cent its public health budget Han- 
sen’s disease. The government has re- 
ported that there are 45,000 suffer- 
ers the land. Foreign doctors and 
missionaries, however, put the total 
more than 

About 23,000 patients are accom- 
modated public and private insti- 


small colonies. Thousands them sim- 
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ply roam the countryside. 

Shortly after the massacre Pitori-Do 
Island, the ministry public health 
announced that the government would 
establish and operate more 
settlements accomodate all 45,000 
known cases. 

The Martyrdom the victims 
doubt hastening the dawn new 
day for their fellows. 


International Congress 
Meet This Year 


The VII International Congress 
Leprology, meeting New Delhi, In- 
dia, November 10-16, 1958, will 
momentous event this particular 
field. Such Congress convenes only 
once every five years. 

The New Delhi Congress will co- 
sponsored the government India 
and the International Leprosy Associa- 
tion. English, French and Spanish will 
the official languages the Con- 
gress, and arrangements will made 
for simultaneous translation these 
languages. The following themes will 
included for discussion: 


Classification 

Therapy 

Epidemiology 

Immunology 

Bacteriology and Pathology 
Social aspects 


The subject Evaluation B.C.G. 
prophylaxis will dealt with 
special panel. 

preparatory measure for the sci- 
entific sessions the Council Interna- 
tional Leprosy Association has set 
panel for each the themes. Each panel 
will discuss its theme before hand (by 
correspondence) and will arrange for 
its presentation the Congress. ‘This 
procedure being introduced light 
experience the previous 
and expected remedy certain de- 
ficiencies noted previously. 

chure will mailed all persons and 
organizations likely interested 
participating the Congress. The bro- 
chure will include enrollment form, 
and delegates are requested return 
this form early date. Further liter- 
ature will sent only those from 
whom these forms have been received. 

are indebted Dr. Dharmendra, 
Secretary the Organizing Committee 
the VII International Congress 
Central Leprosy Institute, 
Chingleput, South India, for the in- 
formation this column. Correspon- 
dence concerning the Congress should 
sent Dr. Dharmendra the above 
adddress. 


> 


(MAN AGAINST GERMS A.L. 
Baron, Ph. E.P. Dutton Co., 
Inc., New York, Copyright 1957, 
pages ($4.50) 


When read inaccurate state- 
ments about so-called leprosy, and 
coming from sources that the public ‘will 
consider absolutely authoritative, 
not know whether laugh cry. Some 
the statements are far off base ri- 
their effects were not 
and others are so abominable in their exag- 
gerations that they are downright objection- 
able. the latter case one can vent one’s 
feelings only swearing!!! Such was 
reaction chapter new book, Man 
A.L. Baron, Ph.D. (The 
proverbial sailor had nothing me.) 
the author, the publisher and 
the Eugene Saxton Award committee 
which gave Dr, Baron grant prepare his 
manuscript, 

The jacket blurb this book says, “Dr. 
Baron’s new history the major plagues 
and the courageous men who fought them 
dramatic and scientifically accurate.” 
dramatic, fact, melodramatic, but 

While shall confine this review the 
main to a discussion of Baron’s chapter on 
“leprosy”, medical men who 
have read the book that, the whole, “It 
is very deficient when it comes to clinical 
description disease and modern therapy.” 

The medical and scientific worlds have not 
been well pleased with the work Certain 
authors, not physicians, who attempt pre- 
sent the facts medical and scientific ad- 
they will less pleased with the work 
Dr. Baron who apparently strives for spec- 
tacular effects emphasizing the unusual 
rather than the scientifically sound. 

Some Baron’s chapter headings are 
misleading and poor taste, particularly 
chapter “leprosy” which calls “The 
Unclean Germ.” speak the mycobac- 
terium Hansen “The Unclean Germ” 
imply that has quality inherently 
aifferent from all others, fact, im- 
moral quality, for such the connotation 
the word the general mind. ob- 
noxious choice, based quotation from 
the Old Testament, which Baron cites. 
can thank the traditionalists this field 
for subjecting such stigmatic term 
this one, and this will and 
long the medical world retains the Old 
Testament name for this disease. 

Despite Dr. Baron’s plain 
that did little independent research 
but copied much his information from 
writers who had erred before him. 
This particularly evident his historical 
data leprosy. “Much the ‘history’ 
leprosy little more than folklore 
from one textbook the next,” says Dr. 
James Doull, Medical Director the Leon- 
ard Wood Dr. F.C. Lendrum, Chi- 
cago, calls this “quack scholarship.” Yet 
Baron speaks with pompous authority thus, 
“And the signs Leprosy became part 
the Old Testament, and lepers were de- 
Egyptian papyri written five 
thousand years more before the birth 
Says Dr. Robert Cochrane, Lon- 
don, his scholarly paper, Leprosy 
Suggested 
ly, medically, and exegetically there 
justification for applying the Old Testament 
cenception leprosy the disease now 
know that name.” 

for the description leprosy the 
Egyptian papyri, “This 
serves excellent example the way 
which statements are copied from one 
author another men who neither read 
the original texts, nor bother consult 
careful translation.” The most authoritative 
translation the papyri Joachim 
(1890) contains question mark both the 
index and the text where the word “lepra” 
used. Whether not the description 
the disease applied leprosy was, accord- 
ing some the best scholars, 
ture.” 


STAR BOOK SHELF 


discussing this controversial subject, 


Lendrum states, “As far Hansen’s dis- 
ease concerned, one should remember that 
very the day ‘in 
the United States can it, This 
its with mentioned 

Dr. Baron makes flat statement, “The 
germs leprosy brought death 
MacArthur, noted Scottish medical histor- 
ian, ably discredits this hand-me-down story 
his paper, Leprosy the 
British Isles” (Leprosy Review, January 
1953). does Dr. Frances Tomlinson Gard- 
ner the Department Medical Historv 
and Bibliography, University California 
School Medicine, San Francisco, her 
paper, “No Leper’s can supply 
Dr. Baron with reprints these papers 
interested. 

Baron speaks the “leprosy epidemic” 
Europe and the “nearly two thousand 


lazar houses into which the lepers were 
MacArthur doubts the “epidemic” 
angle, pointing out that many other dis- 


euses during this period were confused with 
leprosy, with uncertain 
true cases.” 

Throughout the chapter Dr. Baron uses 
the term rather loosely; prob- 
ably means endemic. There are other histor- 
ical references about which there 
versy, stated this book they were 
incontrovertible fact, too many for discus- 
sion here. 

discussing the features, the 
disease, Baron states, ‘the 
the bridge the nose the first 
sign.” all the literature have read 
this have never heard this before, 
and not One first’ signs 
“spots blotches,” pink light brown 


color, usually with disturbance sensa- 
tion. The refer these 
spots “macules plaques.” Another 


early sign nasal obstruction. 

“When the germs invade the nerves, lep- 
rosy begins with white patches everywhere 
the body,’ expounds Ph.D. Baron 
“everywhere,” mind you. far have 
been able learn, the white patches 
neural cases are unknown. Perhaps Dr. Bar- 
was thinking the “white snow” 
leprosy. 

Baron’s clinical description so-called 
leprosy, contrasted with tuberculosis, 
positively the worst have and 
probably never saw case dis- 
ease his life could not have de- 
scribed such symptoms as, “Their pal- 
lor rotting tissue, cough loathsome 
croak, their weakness tottering and dis- 
gusting palsy, the emaciation gruesome 
decay, their periodic illness nauseating 
morbidity and their death profound re- 
lief.” Such horrible description does not 
apply even the most advanced cases 
observed the writer more than 
quarter century Carville, even the 
presulfone era. not think Baron’s de- 
would fit anywhere the world, 
particularly the twentieth century. 

Dr. Baron’s account the various treat- 
ments for leprosy are confusing, say the 
least, and this department that 
really exhibits his lack knowledge 
the public. tells the old legend King 
Rama and the discovery Chaulmoogra 
oil, Then tells the experiments with 
coal tar dyes, potassium iodide, sulfona- 
mides, and others. Then returns chaul- 
moogra oil. The uninformed reader would 
think that this now the treatment used 
when not now used anywhere the 
world except rare instances when the 
treatment choice,” are not 
available. 

Dr. Baron dismisses one the 
most effective the sulfone the 
Hansen’s disease, worth- 
less, case leprosy had ever been 
improve its use.” The facts are, most 
the cases, which promin has been 


Carville have definitély improved, and 
cases have become arrested. Dr. Bar- 
just does not know what talking 
about. Further proof that does not 
that lists promin the sulfonamide 
group when belongs the sulfone group. 
This inexcusable error, coming from 
chemist. and biologist. (Dr. Baron has 
degrees chemistry and biology from 
New and, the blurb states, 
microbiology fields 
professional and or- 
several comme tie 
BIOTICS.”) 


Dr. Baron makes Carville sound like Al- 
catraz and doing so, renders disservice 
public health and patients discour- 
aging early cases voluntarily seek treat- 
ment, and therein lies the heart this 
health and social problem, diagnosis 
and prompt treatment.” Baron speaks 
“court hearing” and penal bond $5,000. 
evidently read the Public Health Service 
regulations this disease which include 
the business the penal bond for patients 
who have gone AWOL and returned, but 
this has not been true practice for :nany 
years. high time the PHS, whieh does 
not follow this proceedure, omits this, from 
its regulations plays right into the 
hands sensationalists. 

Dr. Baron relates, “Sometimes, when 
highly infectious patient escapes from Car- 
ville, nationwide alarm broadcast the 
police every state.” would call this sheer, 
nonsense; has never happened. 
The way Baron puts it, one would think 
armed guards patrol the place. “It 
that despite every precaution, many 
patients, have been known ‘go through the 
Most them are caught and re- 
turned Carville.” Dr. Baron living 
another era, and even the worst times, 
was not bad pictures it. The pres- 
ent policy that one needs remain 
Carville against his will and can leave 
through the front gate, sometimes against 
medical advice sure, but does not 
need “escape.” 


true that patients discharged from 
Carville have their problems, but not the 
extent the dismal picture painted 
Baron, who himself places stigma the 
patient such atrocious statements “He 
finds that cannot leave behind his un- 
cleanness ..Though shows signs 
the disease, remains The point 
that Baron does not treat “leprosy” 
medical entity but more moral afflic- 
tion. And this from scientist. 

Apparently, Baron has never heard the 
resolutions adopted the 5th In- 
ternational Leprology Congresses (Havana- 
1948, Madrid, 1953) that “use 
the term ‘leper’ designation the pa- 
tient with leprosy not 
uses the odious word throughout this 
chapter and elsewhere the book, but 
actually plays upon the horror and opprobri- 
associated with the word. 

‘It might said here that the whole book 
not carefully documented. the bibliog- 
raphy only two references leprosy are 
and these are not the works 
Rodgers, Muir, Doull, Cochrane, Wade, Ar- 
nold, Dr. Johnwick and his associates 
Carville, and other authorities this field 
Dr. Baron would have been spared many 
glaring and harmful errors read the 
works these men. did read them 
guilty something worse than error. 

Patients with disease. and ex- 
patients, and their friends, should hope that 
Dr. Baron’s book, because thé’ 
leprosy, will have limited gale, very limit- 
ed. 

scientist, seeker the truth, “and 
have always naviely thought that this was 
the avowed purpose every scientist, Dr. 
Paron owes himself, the self has 
live with, visit should attend 
one the seminars Hansen’s disease 
held here from time time, but not the 
next one, unless comes incognito. 
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Carnival Carville February 


Alfred Guirre, patient from Texas, 
who like Old King Cole jolly oid 
soul,” and the stout side, has 
chosen popular vote reign hing 
over the annual Mardi Gras festivities, 
this hospital, February 18, sponsored 
the Patients’ Federation. tor 
Day” Alfred will choose his Queen and 
Dukes, and the Queen will select her 
Duchesses. The entire court will re- 
splendent royal robes and 
jewels. Darryl Broussard, Chairman 
the Patients’ Federation Executive 
Board, will Ball Captain, and Fred 
Smith will serve Parade Marshall. 

Six patients’ organizations have en- 
tered decorated floats the 
ade which will precede the Bal Masque. 
Johnny Blackwell and his night club 
band from Baton Rouge will play for 
dancing. 

Mardi Gras always one the big 
social occasions the year here, and the 
1958 event promises the gayest and 
most colorful yet, rivaling spirit, 
not size, the famed celebration 
New Orleans. 


Starry Appreciation 


was old Cicero who called grati- 
tude mother and used 
the words grateful and good synony- 
mous terms, “Inseperable united the 
same character.” 


being grateful being good, 
STAR Staff pretty good, thank 
you,” for are overflowing with grati- 
tude number individuals and 
groups who held out helping hand, 
(with money it) make our Annual 
Community Christmas Party that spec- 
event rembered throughout the 
year. 

THE STAR extends sincere thank 
you to: Forest Unit No. 67, American 
Legion Auxiliary, Shrev, Ohio; Lula 
Stull, Albion, Mich; Carl Castel, 40&8, 
Joseph, Mo; Voiture No. New 
York, 40&8; Mrs. Audrey Smith, Aber- 
Wash.; Hosp. Chairman, Dept. 
Wash., D.A.V. Aux.; D.A.V. Aux., Cnit 
11, San Jose, Calif.; D.A.V. Aux. No. 52, 
McKeesport, Pa.; D.A.V. Aux. No. 
Vancover, Wash.; D.A.V. Aux., No. 19, 
Royal Oak, Mich.; Sunshine 13, 
Seattle, Wash., D.A.V. Aux.; Unit 
Seattle, Wash., D.A.V. Aux.; “Post Com- 
manders Club”, Battle Creek, 
No, D.A.V. Aux.; Mrs. Ann Twomey, 
President the fun Organization 
the D.A.V. Aux., and other friends. 
happened miss your name, you 
one “ihose other friends.” 
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More Blessed Give 


snown here table heaped high 
with gayly wrapped gifts the offices 
the Campbell Soup Company, Chica- 
go, before the gifts were packed and 
chipped THE STAR for distribution 
che more handicapped patients. 

This annual Yule project the 
girls the Campbell Soup Company, 
spearheaded Miss Mae Fitzgerald. 


Kudos Kelly 


all those who contributed the 
success the STAR’s annual commun- 
ity Christmas party, particular thanks 
must paid Kelly Rand New 
Orleans. Kelly arranged for various fine 
acts which were part the floor show, 

Kelly has long since endeared himself 
Carville patients, but his efforts 
behalf the past Yule shindig made 
stand out the best the year 
history the party. 

Kelly, fine baritone, appears nightly 
the Gold Room St. Charles Ave- 
nue New Orleans. 

* * 


The program the Jolly Social 
Club’s Christmas party, sponsored 
the National Delta Zeta Sorority, an- 
nually revolves around the sparkling 
personality Mrs. Dorothea Many 
(Many Manison’s) Baton Rouge. 
This past year, always, Mrs. Many 
was the life the party. She arranged 
the program, she emceed it, and she 
distributed the gifts, some which 
were home made treats from her own 
kitchen, salaam Mrs. Many! 


New Look 


“new look” has come the cafe- 
teria here, well the offices 
STAR. 

More than square feet 
hrown marbleized plastic vinyl tile has 
been laid the cafeteria. the offices 
THE STAR, the floors have been 
covered with new tile and the walls 
painted pastel green. 

The new flooring will silence 
steps the cafeteria, make cleaning 
easier, and course, make things pret- 
tier general, 


Scout Generous 


helping hand, regardless age, 
wondrous thing. The helping hand 
you are reading about right now be- 
longs quite young 
quite young accented. 

eleven and this his third 
year for recognition the fact that 
class rooms enroll more pupils each 
year, more Christmas decorations are 
required. What does about 
Fle contributes. 

very active cub scout led his 
fattening some piggy banks 
sent Carville’s school for whatever 
purpose might uppermost that 
particular time. This year, regular 
scout, his manifestation continued 
interest was expressed crisp five 
dollar bill. That distinctly contribu- 
tion, earned little little, saved the 
same way and has been accepted with 
pride and joy. 

This helping hand belongs Nicky 
the son Mrs. J.F. Chapel, 221 
Lillian Street, Bossier City, Louisiana. 
Mrs. Chapel constantly encourages her 
son extend helping hand, regard- 
less what the need may be. She 
regular reader THE STAR, regular 
subscriber the Jolly Social Club and 
365 day year well-wisher the 
people Carville, USA. 

Nicky prizes acknowledgements his 
deed valor and keeps neat scrap- 
book that his own children will some- 
day enjoy. 

M.M. Shreveport, La. 


masterpiece understanding 
Fiction Based Fact 


BUT FOR THE 
GRACE GOD 
John Reese 
The book that brings light 
the problems both alcoholism 
and 

Recommended for good reading 


$3.00 plus 25¢ postage 
anywhere the world: 


KIRNER’S GIFT SHOP 
134 Park Place 
Johnstown, Pa. 
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American Legion Conference 


Yields Carville’s Second Caller 


Mrs. Gunn (right) with Aline Stribbling, 


President the Local B.L. Spann Unit 


The American Legion Auxiliary’s 
Area Rehabilitation Conference re- 
cently held St. Petersburg, Fla., meet- 
ing conjunction with the Legion and 
Area Child Welfare Con- 
ference, yielded Carville another dis- 
tinguished visitor the person the 
Auxiliary’s National Rehabilitation 
Chairman, Mrs. Charles Gunn 
Oregon. Mrs. Gunn was here 
Dec. her way home [rom the Con- 
ference. The National Child Welfare 
Director the 40&8 (honor society 
the American Legion) Mr. Lauben- 
thal St. Louis,had visited this 
tal Nov. 29, route the Conference. 
(STAR-Nov.-Dec. 1957) 

While the St. Petersburg Con- 
ference, Mrs. Gunn met Mr. Lauben- 
thal and became familiar with his or- 
ganization’s behalf THE 
STAR. Her own efforts, which have 
been progress for some time, have al- 
tions THE STAR are coming 
gieatly accelerated rate, since she 
meeting with various groups through- 
out the country, urging support our 
magazine. 

Mrs. Gunn (Cecelia di- 
recting the American Legion Auxiliary’s 
nation-wide efforts for 
erans this year Chairman the Na- 
tional Rehabilitation Committee. She 
had been prominent the 
leadership the Auxiliary’s nearly one 
million members for number years, 
and was completing year Chairman 
the National Child Welfare Com- 
the time her appointment 
the Rehabilitation post last Septem- 
ber. 

Mrs, Gunn stranger Carville. 
She was here the mid-forties with 


group Auxiliary leaders and well 
With Mrs. Gunn when 
she called here Dec. were Mrs. Jerry 
Ashley, Crowley, La., Past National Vice- 
President, Southern Division A.L.A. 
and former president the Auxiliary’s 
Louisiana Department, and Mrs. George 
Knapp, New Orleans, Louisiana De- 
partment Secretary. 


American Legion Auxiliary visitors, Mrs. 
Gunn (seated), Mrs. Knapp and Mrs. 
Ashley. 

meeting with members B.L. 
Spann Unit 188 (the local organiza- 
tion), Mrs, Gunn explained the three 
major functions Rehabilitation. They 
include, she said, service 
tals (volunteer worker programs) ser- 
vice the community (service vet- 
erans’ families) and service through ed- 

Members the Legion Post here 
were invited attend the meeting. 
Aline Stribbling, president the locai 
unit, introduced Mrs. Ashley who, 
turn, introduced Mrs. Gunn. 

Prior the meeting with the local 
unit and post, Mrs. Gunn met with 
Dr. Edgar Johnwick, medical officer 
charge, T.H. Rickman, Jr., director 
community activities, and Frank 
hospital administrator, 

Mrs. Gunn made deep impression 
those who met her while here. She 
has warm personality and one with 
whom anyone can talk ease. 

Upon learning that Mrs. Gunn had 
been given ticket for space ship 
ride the moon and space suit 
dinner given her honor near Cape 
Canaveral, Mr. Rickman re- 
marked, “We knew you were out 
this world, but not that far.” The 
and THE STAR are one ac- 
cord; Mrs. Gunn indeed out this 
world. 


THE office phone number 
2-5559, St. Gabriel, Louisiana 


Faithful Voyageurs Begin 


Annual STAR Parade 


Wi-h 1958 hardly more than pup, 
the faithful voyageurs the 40&8 (Fun 
and Honor Society The American 
Legion) have already kicked off the an- 
nual STAR parade, urging subscriptions 
THE STAR. 


ing rate high time give pat 
appreciation several worthy backs. 
There L.S. “Buck” Hooper Shreve- 
port, STAR Chairman the Grand 
Louisiana, who has sent 
letter each Voiture the state and 
urged the membership greater 
things 

From the Grand Voiture Tennes- 
see comes copy “10 Grand”, the 
Grand Voiture’s bulletin, 
which pointed out that total 135 
STARs are now going Tennessee, 
with them taken members 
the Grand Chef Gare Clyde 
“Daddy” Farmer terms this “not suf- 
but voyageurs, THE STAR ex- 
tends its thanks anyway. 

From Michigan comes copy the 
Car the official bulletin 
that state’s Grand Voiture. Under 
the organization’s objectives, 
including fraternity, loyalty, and unity, 
and charity, comes this admonition: “We 
must charitable those Carville 
and sign STAR subscriptions.” 


“Buck publication Voiture 
Locale No. 154, Van Wert, Ohio, its 
January 1958, issue gives THE STAR 
subscription drive nice plug. “Buck 
Shot” considers our magazine “very in- 
formative and interesting.” 

The STAR Chairman for the Grand 
Voiture California, C.]. Rob- 
Los Angeles “on the 
recently sent sheet particu- 
lar suggestions and instruction each 
Voiture Locale STAR Chairman his 
state. 

addition these efforts, O.J. Lau- 
benthal, St. Louis, National Director 
the 40&8’s Child Welfare Program un- 
der which THE STAR has been placed, 
has suggested that the editor write 
the Child Welfare Director each 
Grand Voiture and solicit their aid 
obtaining subscriptions, This being 
done, and the results, are certain, 
will wonderful usual. 


* * 


One THE most appreci- 
social services our pro- 
ject”, sponsored the National Disa- 
bled American Veterans Auxiliary. 

This project enables THE STAR 
employ seamstress, mend 
and sew for handicapped 
tients. 


January-February 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
\ j 


PASSING 


Medical Advice Columns 


Many the medical advice columns 
which are carried today’s 
perform notable public service and 
distribute information. But 
the same time, others print informa- 
tion about Hansen’s disease, particu- 
lar, that misleading downright 
incorrect that they cannot branded 
anything but drawback efforts 
enlighten the public HD. 

Outstanding among the latter 
Joseph Molner whose column “To 
Your Health” distributed the 
Newspaper Features Syndicate, Inc. 
column which appeared the NEW 
YORK HERALD 
tember 1957) and scores other 
papers throughout the country, Dr. Mol- 
passed along this little gem. “Re- 
‘cent years have seen development 
the wonder drugs which are use- 
ful, although understand that the Chal- 
oil treatment continues 
most frequently used.” 

Now, this, Dr. Molner understands 
check his facts would have learned 
so. The Sulfone drugs are the treatment 
choice the world over and Chalmoo- 
gra Oil, that bitter dose, all but aban- 
doned. Moreover, make matters worse, 
one the most efficacious the sul- 


Parke-Davis Dr. Molner’s home city 
Detroit. (The American Medical As- 
sociation Directory lists Dr. Molner 
Prof. Prev, Med. and Public 
Mich., with office address De- 
troit.) 

“There isn’t much leprosy northern 
climates, although there have been 
extreme northern states,” Dr. Mol- 
ner stated the same column. This in- 
formation, while perhaps not all wet, 
certainly the soggy side because 
would very good bet that those 
cases from the extreme northern states 
which made reference originated 
the endemic states (Texas, Loui- 
siana, Florida, California) some 
foreign 
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person with leprosy must 
Dr. Molner declares. Indeed 
many are, but Dr. Molner’s sweeping 
contrary the modern 
cencepts control this disease. The 
trend, more and more, consider 
cach case its individual merits. Out- 
patient treatment recommended for 
certain types the disease, and 
sent there are more cases Hansen’s 
disease under treatment private phy- 
sicians and clinics the U.S. than 
are hospitalized Carville, the only in- 
stitution its kind continental U.S. 

That the hospital (Kalupapa) 
Molokai Hawaii has been closed 
apparently exclusively Dr. Molner’s in- 
and going come some- 
thing shock the patients there, 
the Territorial Board Health 
which operates the hospital. The hospi- 
tal not closed and not easy un- 
derstand how Dr. Molner could 
caught far off base. 


Adding insult injury, the doctor 
refers the hospital “leper colony.” 
Hansen’s disease the official term for 
the ailment Hawaii and has been for 
several years legislative action. 

For the sake his readers, 
hoped that Dr. Molner’s advice 
other diseases more reliable than his 
advice Hansen’s disease. 

the other side the ledger are 
columns Dr. T.R. Van Dellen, who 
writes for the Chicago Tribune, and Dr. 
Peter Steinchron, whose column 
distributed the Bell Syndicate. 

Dr. Steinchron, excellent col- 
umn which was printed late last year, 
points out that less than one 1,000 
persons seeking information from him 
asks about “leprosy.” This, points out 
and think correctly, because 
are interested only those ailments 
with which they have direct connection. 

Dr. Steinchron did fine service 
patients when printed (in the 
same column mentioned above) the full 
Director the Division Hansen’s 
disease, Department Health, Terri- 
tory Hawaii. Dr. Hirschy wrote 
letter hundreds publishers and 
writers asking that they avoid the use 
the word ‘leper” connection with 
patients. 

Another fine column was that Dr. 
W.W. Bauer distributed King Fea- 
tures Syndicate which THE STAR 
commented our November-December 
isssue, 

those who spread facts about can 
cutweigh the harm done that care- 
less few who contribute the vast and 
ageless misunderstanding so-called 
leprosy and, thus, the misery those 
who suffer from it. 


Tropic Breezes—Tropic Diseases 


The broadway hit musical “West 
Side Story” has stirred rumblings 
objection from many Puerto Ricans who 
resent the presentation Puerto Rican 
juvenile gang warfare New York and 
the rhyming “island tropical bree- 
with the words “island tropical 

Their major beef, according recent 
editorial comment, concerns the tropi- 
cal diseases implication. 

“The facts are that there are only six 
cases Hansen’s disease Puerto Rico, 
There are known cases N.Y. City. 
The significant public health fact 
that 1956 the over-all death rate 
Puerto Rico was 7.3 for each 1,000 pop- 
ulation, compared with 9.4 average 
the continental United States,” edi- 
torial the Woburn, Mass., Times, 
Oct. 14, 1957 states. 

Just how accurate the other figures 
are has not been checked, but 
known that July 1955 there 
were patients Trujillo Alto Hos- 
pital near San Juan. This figure was 
given THE STAR Dr. Reinaldo 
Ferrer, Deputy Secretary Health, 
Commonwealth Puerto Rico. 

The editorial does not give the source 
its figures. 

The cases cited Dr, Ferrer 
not include those Puerto Ricans who 
have not sought care the common- 
fact that some Puerto Ricans, those who 
are wealthy enough secure treatment 
otherwise, not enter the hospital. 

So, while Puerto Ricans may 
proud the progress made their 
island “Operation Bootstrap”, 
also true that there are more than six 
the editorial. 

also true, however, that the 
cases which exist are not sufficient 
brand Puerto Rica “island 
tropical diseases.” But fact was not the 
purpose Mr. Stephen Sondheim, who 
wrote the lyrics “West Side Story.” 
What wanted and got was.a 
singable song. 
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Many thanks for THE STAR which re- 
ceived during vacation Italy. 

present working general hospital 
Auna, about miles from Calabar, but 
hospital for Hansen’s disease the same 
Eastern Region Nigeria. 

way back Italy had the oppor- 
tunity meet several people interested 
HD: Dr. Doull and Mr. Raphael Brown 
Washington, D.C., Dr. Cochrane, and Dr. 
Innes London, Mr, Follereau Paris, and 
Sister Suzanne Lyons. Italy visited 
the hospital Genova, and Rome 
met Dr. Penso and Prof. Bendandi (Knights 
Malta). hope these contacts will 
value for future work Hansen’s dis- 
ease. 

will very grateful you will continue 
send THE STAR. 

Venanzio Marini, M.D. 
St. Luke’s Hospital 
Anua Uyo, Eastern Nigeria 


shall course continue send Dr. 
Marini THE STAR. have pleasant recol- 
lections the young doctor’s visit Car- 
ville for week last summer. —Ed. 


* * * 


have been quite busy trying complete 
the first floor Mission Hospital. Over 
have doctor working with me. Dr. George, 
who has had some special training Han- 
sen’s disease. treating many cases 
Hansen’s disease and having much suc- 
cess. are working hard complete the 
Clinic building. 

Besides all the sickness and diseases, 
terrible calamity has struck this Province 
Bihar--Famine. The rice, corn, and grain 
crops all failed due the failure the 
Monsoon, Many are down one meal 
day; soon will one every other day, 
and after that.... How difficult 
bed empty stomach; but how 
much more difficult when one sick over 
long period. My, how these people must 
suffer, and how they CAN suffer! Can you 
imagine people the States eating one 
meal every other day? And they are sucn 
good people, even the pagans. simple 
and guileless. 

hope THE STAR staff will able 
help our patients you did last year. 
Believe when say the need much 
more urgent now. How pleasing must 
God have Hansen’s disease sufferers 
help those afflicted with the same disease, 
but who are much worse off. 

Father Thaddeus, T.O.R. 
Sr. Alphonsa H.D. Clinic 
Pathargama S.P. 
Bihar, India 


For several years, through the generosity 
some our readers, THE STAR has been 
able provide Father Thaddeus with 
small fund buy sulfone drugs from 
pharmaceutical firm India treat 
patients. call this our “Sulfones for 
Santals” project. (The Santals are members 
the principal Munda-speaking peoples 
India.) commend Father Thaddeus’s 
work, and should you wish contribute 
it, send your donation direct the Father 
the above address, THE STAR and 
will forward it. —Ed. 

* * 

enjoy THE STAR very much and 

ways send school hospital with 


other magazines that send the Philip- 
pines. 

often hear from the Camp Fire Girls 
from the Cebu, P.I. (HD) Hospital, and 
they tell many their girls have been 
completely cured and have been given their 
discharge papers home. Isn’t that 
wonderful? 

Mrs. Irving Hart 
Angeles, California 


Mrs. Hart the widow “Daddy” Hart, 
who was instrumental organizing Camp 
Fire Girls Clubs hospitals the 
Philippines. —Ed. 

* * * 


read the book, Medical Milestones 
Henry J.F. Marriott, from the Mobile li- 
brary the Hamburg-America House 
which the magazine THE STAR was men- 
tioned. May ask you kindly send 
copy this paper, probably unique the 
world? Carville must really seem para- 
dise earth for the benefit mankind 
compared with, say, Hungary Egypt 
where some our have 
succeeded drawing down hell our good 
old 

Volker Spiegelberg 
Musterlager, Germany 


were delighted comply with Mr. 
Spiegelberg’s request. —Ed. 
ok * 
reading every word the copies 
THE STAR and find them informative and 
very readable. I’m absorbing information 
and finding very thought provoking. 
sure THE STAR doing excellent job 
telling the world about Carville and its 
patients. More power you. 
Clarke, Society Editor 
Hay Springs News 
Hay Springs, Nebraska 
* * 


THE STAR valuable reference us. 
Sister Mary Concordia, Librn. 
Queen Angels School Nursing 
Library School Nursing 
Los Angeles, California 

* 


Not only does THE STAR bring very 
interesting news and information, but 
serves refresh the many pleasant memor- 
ies have visit Carville. 

continue try and bring fellow 
seminarians true understanding Han- 
sen’s can’t very well evaluate the 
results but least can say they have 

John Bergwall 

Maryknoll Seminary 

Maryknoll, New York 
tk * * 


notice your issue November-De- 
cember, 1957, page the section “The 
Mail statement which gives the 
WHO estimate the number cases 
Hansen’s disease 5,000,000. 

Actually the estimate made WHO 
1952 was between and 7,000,000 cases 
throughout the world. WHO revised its es- 
timate 1956, giving the world figure 
between and 12,000,000. There un- 
doubtedly less Hansen’s disease the world 
today than 1952 but the figure has com- 
pletely changed because the development 
the new therapy with its great promise. 
Millions cases that had been “hidden” 
are now coming to light. An example has 
heen given for Nigeria, where the known 


patients 1953 numbered 52,000, figure 
which reached some 200,000 1956. 

You may wish call the attention your 
readers the revised estimate and the 
reasons for its revisioin. 

Harold Ballou, Chief 

Office Public Information 
Pan American Sanitary Bureau 
Regional Office the 

World Health Organization 
Washington D.C. 
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Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest 
zaraath. The unfortunate notion that zaraath Hansen’s dis- 
ease has semantic only, the word leprosy has been used for many dif- 
diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Lendrum, Tas, Gramberg, 
MacArthur, etc.). Reprints some these are available from THE STAR. 

medical experts agree that any scheme for the control 
will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the leprophobia 
and change terminology would contribute saner public 
point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would of- 


change the name the disease. 


medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater 
young children, and decreases with age. also probabie 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
municable disease. This statement supported recommen- 
dations the American Public Health Association 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA re- 
commendations are “official” with U.S, Public Health Service. 

hospital Carville was sixty-one ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other 
municable diseases. 


General visitors, with the exception those under 16, are 
udmitted for guided tours the hospital A.M., and 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual 
the the Hansenarium. especially when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory 
cians, With but one possible exception native this 
endemic not single member the 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 


sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium 


such record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


P.M. Visitors are not required take any special 

Patients are permitted visit their homes 
for periods month. 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicabie 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, 
date none these have successfully met the requirements 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


* * * 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BiG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 
year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible 
the distinguish between the two germs. 


* * * * 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable 
New York (exclusive New York City) and 
patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 


activiues but may not food take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N.H., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi- 
diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 


N.D. specifically have restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* 
man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half 


the patients now Carville could sit unnoted any 
social gathering. 
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Subscribers 


AND SALUTE ALL THOSE WHOSE SUSTAINED 
SUPPORT MAKES POSSIBLE FOR THE STAR 


CONTINUE ITS VITAL WORK 
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THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO:— 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
occupational therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 
Published monthly patients the U.S. Public Health 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana. 

Please send THE STAR New Renew 

Name 

Address 

City Zone State 

Subscription $1.00 per year stamps please 


Note Kindly make checks and money orders payable THE STAR 
Mail to: THE STAR, Point Clair Br. P.O., Carville, La. 
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